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Revival of the Donati tical Hereſy 55 
of Re- baptization, in Defiance 
to the Judgment and Practice 
of the Catholick Church, and off. 
the Church of ENGLAND 
in particular. 


In a LETTE K t to Himſelf. 


es 


| Revera enim ſieri poreſt, ut ſceleratior ſit ber tee Fo 1 
tives hominis, quam ſolius Corporis interemptor. Ag 
ad Eleuſ. Ep. 163. 1. e. A Re baprinr is worſe tha 
3 Murderer. 


Cuicunque 4 vobis ſe rebaptizari cinſenſerit refirget qui- 
dem ſed nudus, quia a nuptiali veſte 6 vobis ſe expolia- 
ri permiſit. Optatus lib. v. p. 61. . e. Whoſoever 

fſaffers himſelf to be Re- baptiz d, at the Reſurrection 
hall be naked, fbr want of his Wedding Sm 
11 LOND O N: Nied for J. D at the 
1 1 Arms in e 1714. 
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Y Sir William Dawes,” 


engrsnor of TORK, 
timate of ENGLAND 


1d METROPOLITAN.” ! 


Fz it pleaſe Tour Grace, 


=q HE Happy Experience 
| this Diocele has had of 
3) Your Lordſhip” s Govern- 

ment, furniſhes us with 
ficient Matter of Regret, for Jour 
moval from it. 
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DEDICATION. 


110 regio wird 
That N poke 888 " Nat oble G 


G 
cern for Your Country; and the Au an 
teStant Succeſſion, and that Chriſtiau ot! 
Charity, Which actuate all Jou ra; 
2 command the L T. 

of all Perſons, W ing 

have the Felicity of being any m 8 
"Gel ainted With Your Gracis. = | 
i live.! in an Age too much g Dic 

by Party-Zeal, wherzin | Pic 
Mart 5 t diſcover Generous de Gr. 
timents fok thoſe 'who-: differ Per 


Us in their Apprehenſions, witho 
being immediately ſu! netted | 0 0 
of the ſame Party and Principle 
but Jou, MY Lord, are ſo fat it 
f tain 10 with the, Vicious-Pn 
es of | Obes: that! it Woh 
e en better ; r for us, were 
11  *oftner to direct, in 
h it Mie . L UR CH. a1 
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DEDICATION. 


Wy ys 8 \ You! hum for 
Goodneſs, whereever You find it, 
and the. Averſion You, have to what's 
otherwiſe, even in Friends, ; encous 
rages me, out of a Concern for the 5 
Truth, humbly to lay the follows 
ing Caſe before Your; > Lordihip. 


Two young Clergymen of this 
Dare Fine +, Wy an eee 


n 


* Information v was to o Pac 

poſe. 7 91] 3444) Þ! 1-103 

d- 21q1 

is 1 4 lat Lear theſe Gen- 
lemen: engaged thgml(elves'in apes: 
culiar Familiarity, with; a Board- 
ing · School at Ma——fer, where 
(among the ſeveral young Ladies 

there tabled) they wade their Ad- 
. dreſs 


We 


* 8 6-4 . wo 
_ F 1 * 3 — . 
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dreſs to two young Gentlewomen 


one ( 


nant _ been bred Dehler S God- 
A it was kaſie for Men of cler Ir” 
Education to recommend themſelves Wl riage 


to the good Eſteem of two ſuch IM Sollic 
young Creatures, ſo it's no wonder Il Chrit 
they engaged their Affections: This cumſt 
Succeſs they made uſe of, to re- Jour 
concile em to a Veneration of the Matte 
Eſtabliſſid Church, which was well rniſſio 
done of em; but what they did ob je 
beyond that, is confeſſedly repug. Wit is 
nant to the Rule of Chriſtian Chas MCA 
rity, and the Judgment of the Uni- odge. 
verſal Church; for having enticed Neither 
them to a diſtruſt of their firſt Prin- 
ciples, our young Divines (in or. 
der to make em compleat Converts) 

urged the Invalidity of their for- 


mer Baptiſm, and infifted on the 14 
abfolute Neceſſity of their being Lordi 
Epiſcopatly: baptized; which thelit {ure 


tle Miſfes at: length conſented” to, 
„„ and 


T 8 


DEDICATION. 


and were actually Re- baptiz d by 5 
one of em, the 55 ſanding as "0 
God- father. l 46 


Ir's ſaid, that Promiſes of Mar- 
riage werenot wanting, among other 
Sollicitations to this new Sort of 
Chriſtning; but this and other Cir- 
cumſtances I omit, as not worth 
Your Lordſhip's Cognizance. The 
Matter of Fact however, with Sub- 
niffion, I think to be no improper 
Subject for Your Enquiry into, and 
it is not to be doubted, but Vour 
Grace will exert the Power that's 
lodged in You for the Publick Good, 
ither in calling theſe Schiſmaticks 
to Account, or at leaſt in prevent- 
ing the Growth + this Schiſm 1n the 
Church, 


Y 1 durſt not. (OILY to give Your 
ordſhip this Trouble, were I not 
lured of Your Sollicitouſneſs to 
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EDU U 
preſerve! tlie Diſcipline vf d 
Church entire, and of Your know 
Concern, for the Truth" I defend 


who am with profound Reſpects 
18M Jo emed 1907 cgi 
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moll Humble Servant, 
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INTRODUCTION, 1 


T0 the Reverend 
Mr. L=, Library Keep er at . 
KW Monch MONK P i 7 ; 


5 Anden er 
Th 0 BS rr 
Onder. not to * yy Joe Mathis 

Letter dignify'd with our Name: 
Gr your late and bold Revival of Donas, 
am has Elevated a ee. above: tha 
ommon level. 7 Nuts QA \ 116941 
I muſt . your, "Zeal, in „ e 
Wuring to rechncile Perſons to the Eſta. 
luſhmentz but ad roduce gem into our hurch 
by: Rebaptization,.. is 4 deep. Spot in your) 
Feaſt of Charity, it being a Practice thats 
ut only repugnant . to. the, Conflitutions, of. 
wr Engliſh: Church, but to the Sentiments. 
f the 3 ea * the C arent of 


42 

* 
- L 
LH 


). 4 
2 
— Pa A 5 


i INTRODUCTION: : 


As to your paying Jour Devoirs to 4 Re: 
Female-Colleges, * I ſay nothing of i, nh 
they being ſuch proper Places of Improv 271 

ment for Young Divines, whoſe Academicd | Coy 
Gravity and Solemn Gard, can t excuſe Uni 
em from Complaiſanoe, a Debt due to the 7 
Fair Sex; but to intrude into a Female * 
Boarding School, which among Proteſtants MI i; 
is once as - ſafe. a Retirement for Touny A i, 
Ladies as 4 Porei ion Nunnery, and ther Erro, 
to impoſe upon the Credulity of two poor inne | ing t 
cent Girls, by wheedling them with J know 7/5. 
not what Amourets, to à renunciation of iſtic 
their Baptiſm, deſerves the utmoſt Cenſure of T7 
your Metropolitan; to ſay nothing of the Ligh 
indecent incrvachindnt made upon the Conſti- Ml 1 £50 
tutions of ſuch Recluſe Societies, the Fidel ſaries 
ty of whoſeSuperinrendents ſhou d by 4 Sane | 
deter from any Male- Attacks. ond a 


' Tho this Charge be inconſiſtent a * ig w 
Character of a True Son of the Church, n 
(and fuchT once thought jou) yet J am rad" W Gt 
to male it Good by 4 4 Cloud of Witte; Ms 4 1»; 
and have Reaſon to hope they“! find you oben 7 7 

to Conpiction, and willing, ſmce you' pale fp 0 be , 
4 Man of Letters, to ſubmit to the erte Foil be 


. 


{XTRODVCTION. "Iii 
Reaſon, by renmmcing an Error, that not 
only Teen your conduct and Charity, but 
will t. the Church inte a ſtrange Scene of 
Confuſion and Diſorder, r 4 it obtain the 
Univerſal Vogue. 

It's pity a Gown-Man that” s links fo ſach 
a Maſs of Learning as you are, fhoud be 
guilty of ſo much Weakneſs as you diſcover, 
in the Revival of ſo long ſince exploded. an 
Error. have read of the Numan's deceix- 
ing the Man ; but here, a Man, a Church 
of "England Cergymen i is firſt in the Rebap- 
tiſtical Tranſgreſſion. 

The Church at whoſe Font you are a 
Light, can't but ſuffer by ſuch Excentrick. 
motions 3 what will her $chiſmatick Adver- 
ſeries ſay, when they fee one of her Younger 
dons rend her Bowels by Inteſtine Schiſm, 
and aſſume to himſelf the Power of diſpen- 
ang with her Sacred Laws, by his Innova- 
tons and Hitroduction of Novel and Nocent 
ams? I aſſure you, Friend L----ter, this 
's 4 wrong Step towards Preferment ; for 
f Man of Jour Temper ſhou d ever come 
to be a Biſhop, its to be 2 4 the Cas 
vill be in danger. 


Ba. In 


iv INTRODUCTION 

, In Order to convmce you of this za: 
rantable Step, Til ſhew, | 
I. That to Re- baptize any Perſon thy 
was once Baptized, even by Laymenzin 
the Name of the Sacred Trinity, is 


contrary to the Practice of the Cacho 
Kick Church in all Ages. 


II. That it is repugnant to the Prin. 
E ples and Practice of the Church of 
England; And 

III. Then repreſent to you, the Per 
cious De of ſuch a Pradtice, 


Sure 
that dat 
that has 
ouſly de: 
When In! 
Hereſies 
niſterꝰd 
When de 
Tri inity. 
la the 
biſhop 0 
ſciples; b 
daluſt ni 
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n. HechriſtianC hurth againſt rebaptixing thoſe who had 
of been once Baptized by meer Laymen, or Heretical 
8 Clergymen, in the Name of the Trinity. Rebaptix a- 

| tion the Doctrine of Hereticks, condemn'd in all 
* Ages, and particularly by St. Pacianus, Optatue, 
fit, St. Auguſtin, St. Leo, Gennadius, the Council of 
e. Arles, Sr. Gregory, and the Council of Lerida. 
4 Cyprian and Tertullian Cenſur d for Rebaptiz= 
ing Flereticks. _— 


| O admit Perſons into the Church by Rebap- 
? tizing them, is contrary to the Sentiments 
| and Practice of the Catholic Church in all 
Apes. | 3 „ 
8 he muſt be a Man of peculiar Effrontery, 
that dare attack an Ancient Eccleſiaſtical Cuſtom, 
that has been Univerſally received, and as Strenu- 
ouſly defended. ——The Primo- Primitive Church 
when infeſted with diſtracting Diviſions, Schiſms; 
Hereſies, and Factions, allow'd of Baptiſm admi- 
niſter'd by Schiſmatical and Heretical Sects, 
When done in the Name and Faith of the Holy 
Trinity. | . 
la the Fourth Century, Donatus an Heretical 
bilnop of Carthage in Africa, Rebaptized his Di- 
ſciples; but the Fathers of that Age who Writ a- 
zainſt him, gave it as their Opinion, That it was 
B 3 unlawful 
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unlawful to repeat Baptiſm when it wasConferrd in the 


Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 


Thus St. Pacianus, who ſpeaks to this purpoſe, | 
That Chriſt eg Suffer'd but once, we can't be (Bays 


tiſmally) Waſhed above once. Serm. de Baptt. 
Optatus alſo Biſhop of Milevis in Africa, who 
Flouriſhed in the ſame Century, Charges the 
Donatiſts as guilty of a great Sin, in reiterating 
Baptiſm, which Chriſt commanded to be confer'd 
but once only. He adds that Circumciſion, which 
was a Figure of Baptiſm, was done but once, and 
being once done it brought Salvation, but being 
reiterated it endanger'd the Soul. In applying 
this to the Baptiſm of Chriſtians in the Name of 
the Trinity, he ſaies Baptiſm Confers Grace, but if it 
be repeated, it hazards the Life of the Soul; he that 


has been once Waſht needs not to be Waſh a- 


gain. Baptiſma Confert Gratiam, ſi repetatur facit vi. 
ta jatturam. Lib. 5. : | 

Athanaſius when a Boy, mimickt the Baptiſm of 
the Church by Baptizing ſome of his Play- fellows 
in Sport and Play, yet the Alexandrian Church 
durſt not pronounce that Baptiſm void. The ſhort 
of the Story is thus, as Sozomer relates it. Athana- 
ſius when a Boy, Playing with his Companions on 
a Feaſt day celebrated at Alexandria for the Mar- 
tyrdom of St. Peter their Biſnop, he and the reſt 
of his Playfellows amidſt their diverſions, imita- 
ted the Offices and Rites of the Church; Arhanay 
ſius was choſen Biſhop, and other Boys perſonated 
the Catechumens, ready to be Baptized, and were 


accordingly with all the Uſual Solemaitics, Bap* 


tized by him. The Ceremony being ended, they 

were brought before Alexander, the then Biſhop 

of Alexandria, who had himſelf beheld the whole 

Action from his own Houſe, where he waited 

for ſome of the Clergy that were to Dine with 

him upon that Feſtival: After he had Conſult 
| | Wi 


riors. 
In 
Churc 
by an! 
whom 
in the 
Auſtir 
admin 
IX, ed 
of the 
tion, 
Layme 
Now $ 
being 
and ye 


what 


by wh 
Church 
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with his Clergy; and Conſider d the Circumſtan- 


ces of the Action, he Concluded that thoſe Chil- 
dren ought not to be Re-baptized. Som. Eccles. 


Hiſt. Lib. 2. Cap. 17. eee WA 01 
The tender Age of theſe Boys might in ſome 
meaſure excuſe for their Preſumptive Folly ; but 
when two Young, Clergymen who are but two 
thirds of a double remove from Boys, do pretend 


to reverſe the Cuſtoms, and break in upon the 


Order of the Eſtabliſhr Church, they deſerve at 
leaſt to be remitted to the Wholſome Severities 
of Lilly, to teach em due Subjection to their Supe» 
riors. | 1 75 22251197 
ln the Fifth Century, the Opinion of the 
Church was; That thoſe who had been Baptized 
by any Sect or Party, tho? they could not tell by 
whom, ſhou'd not be Re- baptized, ſo it was done 
in the Name of the Holy Trinity: Nay more, St. 


Auſtin undertook to prove the validity of Baptiſm 
adminiſter'd by Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, Tom. 


IX. edit. Benedict. de S. Germ. This Great Father 
of the Church, was not only againſt Re- baptiza- 
tion, but alſo for Baptiſm being adminiſtred by 
Laymen in Caſes of neceſſity, Contra Parm. 1 1. 1 3. 
Now St. Auſtin (1 don't mean theinſolent Monk) 
deing one of the Founders of our Engliſh Church, 
and you knowing (at leaſt might have known) 


| what Treatiſes he Writ againſt Re-baptization, 


you ought before you attempted ſuch a Practice, 
to have conſulced that Learned Father, at lang 


to have been ſure you could Confute his Learned 
Objections. | h 


St. Leo, who was Advanced to the Roman Chair 


A. D. 440. in his Anſwers to the Queſtions Pro- 


poſed to him by Ryſticus Biſhop of Narbon, ſays, 


at as to theſe who had been Baptized, but knew not 
by what Sect, it was ſuſfictent to receive them into the 
Church by Prayer and Impoſition of Hands, vid Ep. 18. 
3 Gennadius 
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» "Germadius a Prieſt of Marſeilles in the fringe 


7 

Century, ſays, That we muſt not Baptixe them ap ain 70 
who had been Baptized by Hereticks in the Name of | on, 
the Bleſſed Trinity. ä he a 
- In the Second Council of Arles it was decrted, id. 
That thoſe who had been Baptized by Hereticks, ſhow | on! 
be received by the Church (not by Re-baptization but) full 
by Chriſm and Impoſition of Hands. Bonafeacos auten 7 
&c.Can. 17. PR 12) gat Ok e See 
In the Sixth Century, the Church was of the of L 
ſame Opinion; as we find in the Works, of St. from 
Gregory, who allows of Baptiſm perform'd by He. ſelf i 
reticks ; and adde, that when he was Confſulred by D 
Quirinus and the Catholick Iberiars upon that bapt 
Head, his Anſwer was; That according to the Tra. in O 
dition of the Church, thoſe who had been Baptixed i 6. 9 
Hereticks, in the Name of the Sacred Trinity, were is cal 
received into the Church (not by Re-baptiz.ation but) tutio 
either by Unction with Chriſm, or by Impoſition of his o 
Hands. vid. Opera. 3 3 TI 
ye Council of Lerida held 4. D. 524 under The- 7. 
odorick, expreſly declare againſt Re. baptizatipn, dark 
and as an inſtance of their abborrence of thatPrace Age 1 
tice, forbid all Society with thoſe who were Re- In 
baptized by Hereticks, and ordain that thoſe an At 
who were ſo Re- baptized ſhou'd in part of Pu- the 2 
niſhment undergo penance for Seven Tears. Can. 9. No 
14: | | fury, 


Nor was their judgment alter'd in the Ninth where 
Century; for in one of the Canons which beatz Bapti: 
the Name of Nicephorus, he ſays that it is Lawful Bl 7/oly 4 


for Laymen to Baptize Infants, when a Prieſt lidzhe 


can't be had; See his Canons of the Second Collect» Wil tized, 
on. Let em be whoſe and what they will, they WW judice 
ſhew the ſenſe of the Church then, to be againll tions © 
Re-baptizing. diac. 
Nicholas Il. who was choſen Pope A. D. 858. The 
in his Anſwer to one of the Queſtions . Curate 


* 


9) 


on,declares,T hat ſuch ought not to be Re- baptixed, if 
he did Confer it upon *em in the Name of thin Trinity. 

vid, 104 Ep. Here Baptiſm by a Jem of no Religi- 
on paſſes for Valid; and inrely a Previyverian is 
full as good as a <3. 


John the VIII. Who v was raiſed to the Holy 


See A. D. 872 declares in a Letter to the Biſhop 
of Limoges. That a Man ought not to be ſeparated 


from his Wife becauſe he had Baptized his Child him: 


ſelf in a Caſe of neceſſity, E Ep. 188. 
Dionyſus Are e politively refuſed to Re- 


baptize a certain Perſon who earneſty deſired it, 


in Order to receive the Holy Communion. Niceph. 
6. 9. but here's a Gentleman that runs before he 
is called, yea and out-runs the Canons and Conſti- 
tutions of Councils and eben and Cuſtoms of 
his own Church. 

The Practiſe was the ſame i in the TenthCentu- 
ry. As dark as thoſe times were, they were not 
dark enough to involve the Eccleſiaſticks of that 
Age in the guilt of Rebaptizing. 

In a Council held at Rome under Johm the Ninth, 
an Article is inſerted, that renews the Canon of 
the African Council againſt Rebaptizations Art. 5. 

Nor was the Caſe alter'd in the Fwelfth Cen- 
tury, The Queſtion being put to St Bernard, that 
whereas a Child in Danger of Death, had been 
Baptized by a Layman in the Name of God and the 
Holy and True Croſs, whether that Baptiſm was va- 
Iid;he gave his Opinion, that the Child was well Bap- 
ti ed, becauſe the difference in Words can't pre- 
judice the Truth of the Faith and the good intens 
e of the Baptizer. Ep. 403 4d Henric. 4 

tals 

The Council of Arles A. D. 1260 ondary the 
Curates to Teach their Pariſhioners, how to Bap- 

tize 


* 


by the W concerning the validity of Ba = 4 
fn Admiaiſter'd by a Jem, who had no , | 
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_ tize their own Children in Caſes of urgent a6 
ceſſity, Can. 2.——with whom agrees the-Coun: - 
cil of Saltæ burg, A. D. 1420: Can. 28. ; of | f kh | 
To come nearer Home, the Council held a 
Lambeth A. D. 1281. by I. Peckham, Arch-Biſhop | 
of Canterbury, among other things decreed, That 


q 10 ) 


thoſe who were Baptized with due Form of Words, 
tho' by Lay- Men, ſhould not be Re-baptixed, Artz. 
If Sir, you want more Inſtances, you have a 
Valuable Collection of Beoks at Hand, which if 
you peruſe, you may find the Truth I Advance 
abundantly corroborated, viz. That the Church in 
all Ages abhorred the Doctrine and Practice of Re- bapti- 
ation, and that the Baptiſm of Lay-Men and Here. 


tical Clergy, when Adminiſtred in the Nan 1 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, was generally allowed and 
Confirmid; therefore I don't ſee how you'l excuſe 
your ſelf from diſ-reſpe&t to the Gray Hairs of 
Antiquity, to which the Church of England ſo 
juſtly pays a Daily Tribute of Venerstion.— 
True indeed, ſome of the Ancients, as Tertullian, 


were for Re-baptizing Hereticks, and Cyprian was 


of the ſame judgment, who defended it, but with 


a great deal of Candor, leaving others to judge 


for themſelves; openly profeſſing he wou'd not 
Uncharitably ſeparate from thoſe of different 
Sentiments; but in this, he was accounted 4 
<chiſmatick,' and ſtrongly oppoſed by Stephen Bi- 


ſhop of Rome, and afterwards by St. Auſtin, who 


maintained Re-baptization to be both againſt the 
Doctrine and Practice of the Univerſal Church. 
Suppoſing then the Presbyterians, not only 


Lay- Men, but Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, iet 


we ſee the Baptiſm of ſuch Patronized by the Re- 
verend Fathers of the Chriſtian Church, nay by 
our own Mother Church too; but here we have 
2 Brace of Dignify'd Deacons, who Giddy mo 
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the Honour of Sacred Orders, thought themſelves 
capable by their Office to refine upon Antiquity, 
and to give new Laws to their Apoſtolick Mo- 
ther. 
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The Church of England in Principle and Practice a- 
gainſt Re-baptizing, evident from 12 Topicks' t. 
From the Fudgment of her Repreſentatives in Co- 
vocation. 2. From the late Declaration of her Bi- 
ſhops. 3. From the Forms of Prayers, both Stated * 
and Occaſional. 4. The Sentiments of our Great Di- 
vines, F. Giving Chriſtian Burial to # who are 
Presbyterially Baptixed. 6+ From the Church allows. *© 
ing of Baptiſm by Women. 7. From the Epiſcopal 
Confirmation of fuch as were Presbyterially Baptized. 

8. Their Admittance to her Holy: Communion. 9. 
Their Preferment in the Church. 10. Is evident al- 

fo from Deaconical Baptiſm. 1 1. From Popiſh Bap- 
tiſin being received, tho? diſpenſed by an Idolatrous 
Church. 1 2. From the Churches not Re=baptizing 
thoſe who have been Baptized by meer Conſorming 
Lays Men, 5 


Il, O Re-baptize is in every reſpect repugnant 
: to the Principle and Practice of the Church 
1. England, which has all along allow'd 

of Presoyterian, Independent, Popiſa, and (till of late) 

| Lay-Baptiſmns 
Now Sir if you and your Brother Acolyte knew 
N ä this, 


% 45 by R 


Words are, Te ſhall Pray for Chrift”s 
+ Church that is, for the wv0le Congreg ation of Ehriſ- 
tian People diſp erſed thro* the World; and eſpecially 


(124) 


this; how durſt you a& in oppoſition to Kot Jude 95 
ment? but if you were ignorant of i oF why die. 
not you Conſult your Dioceſan as in 

or others Learned in the Laws of the Chürch b& b 
fore you engaged in an Action of that i importance! 


or what if you had continued in the e 
till you had Commenc'd graduate in Eccleſiaſtic 
That the Church of England is in Prißcig 


and Practice againſt Re- baptizing thoſe who bare 


been once Baptized by Presbyterians and others, 
is obſer vable from the enfuing Hints. 

I. From her Judgment in Convocation. (A. D! 
1603) Hhich istheChurch repreſentative; there ſe 


Commands all her Clergy before Sermon, #6 Pray 
for the Presbyterian Kirk of Scotland by Name, 


as a part of the Holy Catholick Church: the 


fer ebe Churches bf England, Scotland, da: Irefand 
Can. FF. 

Here the Sor, Precbyrerians are by our Chiirth 
called a Chriſtian People, and a Church, tho? they 
had no Epiſcopals among them at that time; now 
Sir did you not ſubſcribe this Canon at your Or- 
dination, and fo oren their Baptiſin ? Ves you did, 
and fo did your Undertaking- Brother, Mr 
. — Hh, and How come you to recant all at the 
Font? How come thoſe to be Pagans at the late 
Re-baptization, that were Coi. felſcdiy Chriſtians 
at your Ordination? 

II. M' hen this ſubject was debated ig Ante 
Convocation, the Biſhops Aug 14. 712. 
the following Reſolve, viz 4 % 

© Foraſmuch asSuadry Perſons bare gf late by 
* Preaching, Writing, and Diſcour ſes, peſſeſt the 
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„ our Church; with doubts and ſeruples abbut 
a the Validity of their Baptiſm, to their great 


© Trouble and Diſquiet; we have thought it in- 
cumbent on us, to declare in Conformity with 
« the judgment and Practice of the Catholick 
Church of Chriſt, and of the Church of Eng- 
© lard in particular, That ſuch Berſons at haut been 
 alrezdy Baptized: in or with Water, in the Name 
ih Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, tho their Bap- 
* 11/12 mas ürregular for want of a Proper Admini- 
fr 4197, ought not to be Baptized agjj,jfR ; 


its range, how two Youngunbeneficed'Clers . 


ey Mendhoud the very next Vear after take u 


Biihops ? 


Ill. This was the judgment of the Old Compls 


The Church of England in her Form of Prayer 
for all Conditions of Men, directs her Clergy to 
Pray for the Good Eſtate of the Catholick Church; 
now IE is certain, that the Reformed Churches oy 


- 
/ 


„ 


on em to oppoſe the Biſhops,” and revive a Prac 
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yer made during the late War, and eſpecially in 
thoſe for the Peace, our Church takes notice of 
the Forreign Reformed Churches of Chriſtian 
Brethren, tho? their Baptiſm be purely Presbyte 
rian ; but here are two of her.Sons, who ſay her 


Prayers backward, and anathematize, thoſe who 


have the Felicity of her Benedictions. 
IV. The Greateſt Divines of our Church have 


always concurr'd with her againſt Re-baytizati | 
onz tho? Baptiſm in their Opinion was 


5 


* Bancroft, Bilſon, Grind al, Fewel, Hooker &. 
No body doubts but theſe Learned Gentlemen! 
were throughly-Vers'd in the Doctrine and Prac- 


tice of the Primitive Church, as well as that of 
their own Eſtabliſhment, and therefore muſt be 
acknowledg'd to be Proper Judges in the Caſe. 
Archbiſhop Mhitgiſt in particular ſays, * Tha 
the being of a Sacrament don't depend on the Miniſtth 
the Presbyterians will tell you how this Learned 
Prelate own'd the Validity of Presbyterian. Or- 
dination, and Baptiſm by Conſequence, when the 
Biſhops of London, Ely, Wells, and Rocheſter were 
Commiſſioned under the Great Seal to Conſecrate 
ſome Scotch Divines Biſhops, as Spot mood, Hamils 
ton, and Lamb. | . 


At the Hampton- Court Conference, the Biſuop 


of Wincheſter affirm'd, That to deny Private Per- 
ſons to Baptize in Caſes of neceſſity, were Toereſs 
all Antiquity, and the common Practice of the 
Church, it being a Rule agreed on among Divanes, 
that a Miniſter is not of the Eſſence of a Sacra- 
ment. Full. Ch. Hiff. Book 10. S. 10. . 
But above all things the judgment of the Uni- 
| yerſity 


broad, whoare Presbyterians, make up «pre 
part of this Catholick Church, by the Confeſſion! 
of our Engliſh Church; for in the Forms of Pra. 


NO. ircefularly þ 
Adminiſter'd, yet ought not to be repeated; this 
was the Judgment of Archbiſhop Whirgifr, Biſhop 
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rerſty of Oxford weighs moft with ime; that 
Learned Body own even Geneua, which is Presby- 
terian, to be a True Church : and that it's Sacra- 
ments are Valid; tho to be ſure it wou'd be dearer 
to 'em were it as Regular as dur own ; See the 
Oxford Letter dated Feb. 5. 1706. Wherein 
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, Oe Rove: * 1+ They addreſs her Mini- 
rendis,Celeberimis,Pre- ſters under the, appellations of 
feantiſinis Eccleſie Ce- the Reverend and moſt Excellent 
lein Paſtors of the Church of Geneva. 
F-aererinChriftoDilec- O 2. They accoſt' em with the 
Lon ie 4 ; 2 Salutation of moſt dear Brethren 
+ nſtrits exciderit quod in Chriſt, and ſoon after ſtile em 
in Genevam 4jperius the beſt of Men, 5 af 


difum videatur, id non 


ad ullam autReipublice, © * 3. Whereas the Church of 


cle Gene venſi dedeco- Ceneva had complained ot ſome 


ii labem i nurendam A ſperſions caſt upon 'em by the 
47 16. „ de Church of England; they clear 


Er pottea.-Nos viciſam themſelves of that Charge by ex- 


wir ac Reformatis preſſing a peculiar reſpect for 
* 1 6 5 p N - : 6 | 
mn £192.60 that Church, and wiſhing not 


ardentiſſimis votis Ef- Only a Friendly Correſpondence. 


fagitamusP.ult.lin.3. ; , N 
im ncakite poſt lines, but alſo a ſtrict Union with 
Meliori Succeſſu bellum it, and all the other Foreign 


Papali Tyrannidi in. che > | 
dum gorerencs, f ads Reformed Churches, that they * 


u imprar, piiſque m- might make a more formidable = 
us acteſtandas Pen- Appearance againſt the de- ” 
tifciorum innovationes wt J | 
enjunfis ſub anti u teſtable Innovations of Poperys | 
e og wy A 4. They Conclude with 1 
4 | . 

e barem. 2 Hearty Prayer for their 
Valeant apu Deum Wellfare, and that of all the 


ptimum illæ, quas ves | 
momſtrd ner pro weſt ot her Reformed Churches. 


jelicitate aſſiduè fundimus preces. O. ult. Pag. lin. 9. 


—— —— 
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* 
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cally oppoſe fuch exploded Notions upon their per 
own Authority, to the Chriſtian and Generoyg This 
Sentiments of that Famous Univerſity» Surely WW # Pr 


they rather Sprung from a Schiſmatical Seminary 50 
where Private Opinions are hatcht in Fundamen« bemſel 
tal Principles, by the Enthuſiaſtical heat af the Wrei/ber 
Sophlingsz elſe they could never have been ſo % d 7 
ſond of their ridicuious fancy às to introduce it n, 
under the Umbrage of ſo well Regulated a Church % by 
that abhors ſuch Tenets, and Labours under no 5 5 hs 
Imperfections, but the unhappineſs of Sheltring Wytcria 
Tome few Shatter-brain'd Prieſts, who notwith⸗ chem C 
-Aanding the Brightneſs of her Character, will op- on, 
poſe their Pur-blind Zeal to her Diffulive and Wh I ha 
Shining Chifrity, r.. or Ser 
V. The Church of England is fo far from con- (eceaſe. 
demning Presbyterian Baptiſm, that ſhe has al- the Pra 
low'd of Baptiſm by Women ever fince the Refor». re k. 
mation; and 'm ſure Diſſeating Male-Baptiſm is fal Pra 
more Commendable of the Www. P arſon 
Baptiſm by Women occaſionally;obtain'd in our {Mie Pen. 
Church till King James I. his time, who by force f the 
of his Presbyterian Education, did with ſome: ive, t. 
Warmth expoſe and aboliſh that Obſtetricions birying 
VUſurpation. LETS: FRAY BE we 
She, who allow'd Baptiſm by Women and un- % to 7, 
ordained Men in Caſes of neceſſity,; can't be ſup- {Wind 
poſed to invalidate and make null that in debate euncinę 
nor was that Cuſtom entirely deſtroyed till the eon, Th 
Hampton Court Conference A. D. l that they 
| When the Biſhop of Canterbury in that Famous [their | 
Conference urg'd that Lay-baptiſm was not al- WW . 7 
1 | Iowẽd onfrm 


£43, 


by'd in the ha ice 7 the Church, King! Janes, 


er d, 
adh the Words of the Bock 1 not bus 
6 jntend a Permiſſion of Women 2 Private 
& perfons to baptize. ©. 
" This, ſaid. the Biſhop of Lond 5 Was. agreeable to 
the practice of the Ancient Church, Acts 2. When 
$000 were ba 1 in a Day, which for the Apeſtles 
ny elves to Rs at leaſt improbable, and therefore 
7 Prieſts nor Biſhops muſt be preſum to be em- 
10 4 therein; and ſome Fathers are of the ſame, Opis 7 
bim, Hout, hout ont, quoth the King, no Bax, | 
tm by Women and Laicks, Fuller Ch. Hiſt. 
VI. The Validity. of Baptiſm diſpens'd by Pres- 
bjterians is recognized by the Church, in giving 
them Chriſtian Burial; from which, Vorbaprized 
perſons are excluded by the Rabricl. 
| have heard ſome Presbyterians who ſcruple 
dur Service for the Dead, complain, That their 
deceaſed Friends could not be buried without 
the Prayers of the Church aid over em; and I 
bre known others who being refuſed the, us. 
ſal Prayers for their Friends, | Sar oblig'd the 
Parſon to ſay 'em in full, for fear of i incurring 
the Petialties of the Law made on that behalf. 
if the Presbyterians were not-Chriſtians when 
alive, the Parſon cou'd not in Conſcience, at the 
birying of a Presbytcrian, Thank God for taking. to 
imjelf the Soul of our dear Brother, nor commit his 
Broy to the Ground in ſure and certain Hope 0 the 
ſur tion to Ettrnal Life. Now this pro- 
bouncing 'em ſaved at the Grave, is a Demonſtra- 
don, That their Baptiſm is thought Valid, and 
flat they are equally Chriſtianized with the reſt 
Fi their Proreſtanr Brethren. + 
VII. The Biſhops in their unn Viſi tations, 
firm ſeveral who = Presbyterially as well as 


Epif- 


"1" 
E piſcopally. baptized, which they wou'd, not tt 
if they Abe dt t to be no Chriſtians. #4 ( j 
By the Laws of the Church none. are capable 05 
Subjects of Confirmation but baptized Perſons ven 
But you'l ſay, That can't be remedy'd in a Crond WM :bov 
where the Biſhop is a Stranger. 


” — 


Ianſwer; In that Caſe, if the Pariſn- Miniſter MW not 

thinks any to be unqualify'd for want of Epiſco- nece 

pe Baptiſm, why does he not direct his Lord. WM _ 1X 
ip's Hand to the Proper Object? but if that my ficiat 


not be done, why does not his Lordſhip init WM a Pre 


upon à Separation of the Clean from the Un- Fe 
clean? 3 e . were 
I'll allow the Biſhop may be impoſed upon here, tiſm 

but we can't ſay ſo of thoſe great Men in the _ Tt 
Year 1660, when they Confirmed thoſe over a {ame 
the Kingdom, who, generally ſpeaking, had been Minil 
baptized by Presbyterians or ladependents, aui witho 
that under Oliver CromwePs Uſurpation. Th 
If theſe Fathers of our Church did not belie, make 
**m to be Chriftians, doubtleſs they wou'd hae for E. 
urg d them to ſubmit to Epiſcopal Baptiſm; but] mits i! 
ſince no Scruple was made about their former whoe\ 
tiſm, it's cvident they adjudg'd it Effectual ang tyr ca 
Valid,tho* they might think it irregularly admin admit: 
ſter'd. 5 before 
VIII. Many who have been baptized by Presb jet ſo 
terians, and are come over to the Church, ar new 5: 
covyn d as Chriſtians and received into Communio be dif 
without anyObjection made againſt their Baptiſaſ Bihop 

ln our Opinion, unbaptized Perſons,you know ther B 
are no better than Pagans; therefore diſſenting} H Oxtc 


Proſelytes who receive the Holy Sacrament in oO n 


Church, are ſuppos'd to be validly baptized : i and mz 
this be not granted, it will follow that the Clergy Matic 
guy in giving 'em the Lord's Supper, giveth though 
which is Holy to the uncircumciſed, - Church 
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The Modern rr the Church is the 
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matieks(eſpecially inCromwel's Days f and are now 
* e the brighteſt Orgaments'of our 
urch. 


G 2 X. The : 
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| „ 
X. The Deacons in our Church being no Prieſts 
are but half-Miniſters; and yet their baptiſmal 
Adminiſtration is compleat in all its Parts, and 
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Actions are mixt, -half-Lay and half Recht 
fticaf;. conſequently therefore, if Lay Baptiſ 


Baptiſm of this 014 Wither'd Harlot as true, all 
at the ſame time cobdemn that of the Reformed Wl ſy n 
Churches as falſe ? ſhall the Children of the Re. WI you'l 
mation be treated as Heather, while the Sous of Bl Bu 
that y Earls are entertained as true Chrifi WE Maſt: 
aire? this is your Opinion; but remember you hold Chur 


ES, 


* 
nage 74710 
— 


ir in defance to the SELL, bebe gs | 


dice of our Engliſh Church. chi len 
XII. The Church does not think fit to re: 

tize thoſe, who have been once baptized 

Conforming Lay-Men; the Inſtances at the 50. 

ginning gof the Reformation Lomit, and confine 
y ſelf to thoſe, that are more recent, iz, ” 11 
Tho? my, Lords the Biſhops diſlike, and 

courage Lay*Baptiſm, yet it being once 3 

by an unconſecrated Hand, they?ll not have t re- 

peated: Quo dl ſieri non debe. Hactum valet. 
We are not without laſtances in ſeyergl Dio- 


ceſes, of Perſons who by counterfeited Orders, 


have officiated in the Church for a long time be- 
fore their Roguery was diſcover'd ; and when 
found out, our Spiritual Governours wou'd. not 


re-baptize thoſe who were ChriſPaed by theſe - 
Lay-Uſurpers. For Example. o1 935 5 


In particular, Mrs Buttler Lacy, a late Curate in 
a Country Pariſh in the Pioceß of Exon, forged 
his Orders, exerciſed all Miniſterial Offices there 
for ſeveral Years before he was detected, and 
when diſcover'd, to be a Sham-Prieſt Aa, bas. 
Lay-man, the Biſhop never order'd, thoſe 
tized by him to be re-baptized. TINS 

To come nearer Home I am 1 84 of a 
certain Perſon who has Officiated for ſome time 


in a certain Church not far off from our next 


Cathedral, who not being able to Aae his 
Ordination-Letters, nor to give a paſſa Rea- 
ſon for it, is violently ſuſpected for a. Cheat, to 
ſay no more; and if he proves to be ſo, I dare ſay 
you'l hear of no re-baptization there. 


But to come nearer yer, Mr D-—le, Schools 


Maſter of St port, paſt for a Miniſter. of the 


Church for Ten or Twelve Years together, and 
in that time baptized ſeveral, in Radcliff Pariſh, 
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* and elſewhere: 


(22) 
After he was diſcover'd to be; 
Counterfeit, he petitioned for Ordination; hut the 
then Biſhop refuſed it, and I believe it willf&rce 
be grafited by his Succeſſor 3 but none 8 Thoſe Tait] 
baptized by this Lay-man were re-baptized. the l 
Now young Gowne»men, if your juvenile 
Years wou'd not permit you to be acquainted 
yet with all the Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions of 
the Chareh, yet methinks you are old enough to 
underftand the Rules of the Rubrick, which you 
wofully tranſgreſs in ſundry Particulars. : 
That, for the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm to ſuch 
as are of riper Tears, and able to anſwer for them- 
ſelves, requires three Things, and not one of $6 
them was obſerved. | „ Tic 1 
I. The Parties concern'd, are required to byte 
give notige to the Biſhop of ſuch Baptiſm; did you e. 


direct your Proſelytes to walk hy this Rule, and oh 
take care to ſend the Biſhop timely Information? Roy, 
II. The fame Rubrick requires the Miniſter to Chi, 
adminiſter Baptiſm, to thoſe of riper Tears imme- the | 
diately after the ſecond Leſſon, either at Morning or | = 
Ex ning Prayer, but this was ſo far from being H. 1 
obſerved, that you made a kind of clandeſtine \ 
Solemnity of it. E 
L have often heard of Stol'n Weddings, but BY 3.5/5 
never of a Stol'n Baptiſm before. Works of MW | + 
Darkneſs indeed hate the Light; but why Bap: cd © 
tiſm, which is a Work of Light, ſhou'd be done 1. th 
| in Parkneſs, to wit, with ſuch wonderful pri- mong ] 
yacy contrary to "an expreſs Order of the as the 
Church— the re-Baptizer is concerned to Nexen b. 
account-for it.. 3 +, WT clans, t 
III. It direct alſo, That the Baptized Parties I f of 
Confirmed by the Biſhop before they receive the Lot 4% By at 
Supper, e > ores "fe. 


4 


x > % 


If your Proſelytes have not conform'd to this | 
Rule, as I am told they have not, I think they 
;re excuſable enough, being Novices in the 
Faith; but Sir, it was expected from you and 
the Reverend Sponſor, That you wou'd take the 
ſame pains to keep em in the Path of Truth, as 
jou did to court em into it. „ 
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OED Y' 83936 1311.11.58. SLgIT23% 1 
The Il Conſequezces of denying the Validity of Pres- 
byterian Baptiſm, ex. gr. It reflects on the Con- 
duct of our gracious Queen: tt Unchurehes all 
the Reformed. Churches abroad: It aſperſes the 
Royal Family of Great Britain: It may pro- 
duce needleſs: Scruples in many, Perfons of their 
Chriftiavity 3, It. endangers the Chriſtianity 'of : 
the Church of Rgglande - 1 4 95 


Ill. X X/ E uill conſider the abſurd and dan- 
gerous Conſequences which attend the 
3 denying ibe Validity of Preabyterian) 
Boptiſm. Among others take theſeQ. 
!, Her preſent Majeſty Queen Ann, has ad an“ 
ced ſeveral to the higheſt Stations, who have 
bad their Births, Baptiſm and Education a- 
mong Presbytexians, and theſe are look d upon 
as the great Supports of Chu ch and State; 
eren by Them, who condemn others as no Chriſ- 
tans, tho' baptized with the ſame Baptiſmo To. 
lay of any of. thoſe great Patriots who are 
now at the Helm of Goyernment, That they: 
ie no Chriſtians, highly reflects on Her May 
; C 4 e 


(24) 3 
jeſty's Wiſdom in advancing them? The Wii; 
Join ' 4ſo/-of the reſtöf. ng Legiſla RA 
ſeeme tonbe impegeh d heteby : That, among 
the other ill Qgalities whereby the Difſenters 
wers declared (incapable of holding any Places 


tion. TY 1 „ 

II. All the Prateſtant Churches abroad (except 
the ſmall Biſhoprick of Lubect, and ſome of qur 
Plantations) receive their Baptiſms from Pre- 
5 by terian Adminiſtrators, Calviniſtical or Luthe. 
; # 74. * 4 od 6 $4 \ 281 ( 0 | * n 3 * 1 
1 The Authors, who write of thoſe Countries, 

tell us they have no Dicceſan' Biſhops of the EM- 
gliſh or Italian Species, nor afiy ſach Becleſſa- 
| ſtical Courts of Jurisdiction as theirs, but that 
| their Church - Government is wholly direfted 

and (managed by a Presbyterial Confiſtory. 
1 See preſent State of Denmark. Abbot Vertot 
* Sweden. Chemmitius's Examen C. T. part. fi 


He muſt certainly be deſtitute of Chriſtiqnity 
himſelf, who ſays all theſe Proteſtants are no 
Chrifttans; and yet the Prinetples of our new 


10 Propagators of Donatiſin, nèceſſurily infer em 
il A Sho [6 N. $7990 535 6H TAS 1317 een 

4 ſuch - N f 1 2 . 2 1 58 * | N 1 1 | 
1 It's ſtrange; that when the Clergy are obligd 
7 to pray for theſe forreign reformed Churches, 
| : thete ſflou'd be any found among that venerable 
% 1 0 Body w hoO endeàvoùr to diſannul their Baptiſms, 


and thereby to diveſt *em of their -Chriſtiadity; 
as certainly they do, by treating the Enplyh 
Presbyterians ſo, who entirely agree with rheſe 
reformed Churches in their Method of Church- 
ore Government, 


C25 ), 
government, and i in little « elſe differ. from our | 
efabliſhed Church, | 

I fancy, T hat theſe Gentlewieb, were they. a- 
mare how numerous and potent the Presbyte- 
tian Reform'd Churches Abend are, wou'd not 
he ſo forward, or open in Aalst ſuch Penn 
cious Opinions. 3 5 5 
That they are more numerous and potent than 5 
the Epiſcopal reformed Churches, will appear 
from this ſhort Liſt of thoſe Countries that 
were reform'd from Popery | to kresbyteri- 
aniſm. 

I. There's the brave King of Sweder's. exten- 
five Dominions. . |. 
II. The Kingdoms of Denmark and Norway. 5 8 

III. The King of Pruſſia's Dominionns. 
IV. Several Provinces of the "Te 2 

V. The United Provinces. . 
VI. The Republick of Geneva. | 

VII. The Proteſtant Swiſs ee g 

Not to mention the once Famous Proteſtant 
Churches of Hungary, Bohemia, Poland, Tranſyl- 
varia, and France; who now by Popiſh a 
are in a manner reduc'd. | 

The whole Maſs of the Reformation i is at gie 
Day presbyterian, except England, Ireland, 
of our Plantations, and the Bilnoprick of L back 
in Germau 7). 

III. You can "deny the Validity of the Preſ- 
byterian Baptiſm, without the ſevereſt reflexi- 
on on the Rey. Family of Great Britain. 

For ſome of em were Rritiſn Presbyterians i in | 
their Education, and others of?em inter-Marry*d 
with Foreign Presbyterians;this j is Very, notorious 
by the following, Inſtances. 

|. King James I. was Born and Bred 2 Scotch 
e 3 of 1 whom the Biſtiop of London 

_ 


- 
5 * 
— 4 
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fee Chriſt's time the like has not bee. 


II. If Presbyterially baptized Children be | 10 


umd what will become. of King Chou 


of eternal Memory, who had no Baptiſin. but 


from a Presbyterian Hand? 


If you doubt of the Validity of his Baptiſm, 


his Adverfaries will ſoon call his | Chriſtianity in - 


que ſt ion, and rob him of the Crown of his Mar- 
I doubt not, had this new Sect of re-Baptiſts 
Hved in thoſe unhappy Times, but that faithful 


Hiſtory wou'd have repreſented %em to be az 


rank Enemies to that Royal Martyr, as they 
were who diveſted him of his [Imperial Diadem, 
and rob'd him of his Life; but the Wiſdom of 
that Age could not ſwallow ſuch Abſurdities; 
and it's to be hoped, That the Wiſe and Judici- 
ous Clergy, which our Church has the Happineſs 
of being bleſt with at this Day, will, upon theſe 


Matters being propos'd to their Conſideration, | 


{ſuppreſs Inch a fond and pernicious Error. 
Now if King Cbarless Baptiſm was valid, 
which no True Church-Man diſputes) our Mare 
ter Operators very juſtly expoſe themſelves 
to the Ridicule of every flouting Presbyteriar, 
who may be apt to inſiſt on ſuch puzling Queries 
as theſe , Why may. not the ſame Laver ſerve 
young Boarding-School Girls, as, ſerved the 
glorious Martyr? Why may not the ſame Bap- 
tiſm qualify for Church of England Wives, as for 
the Head of the Engliſh Chur) 
It's highly probable, Mr.. ter, That you and 
your Brother Doratift, with many Others, from 
whom you have borrow'd this ill contriv'd Hereſy, 
will find your ſelves fadly diſappointed, . 
| * FOPEES | gd © 
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of know. it's a Feines Thing with unfiniſht 
scholars, who have too partial an Eſteem of 
themſelves, to aim at a Reputation for Learn» 
ing, by quarelling with univerſally received 
Principles, inſinuating thereby to the Yulgar ©: 
(#hocan judge no better) That they can ſce furs 8 
ther into a Mill-ſtone than their Neighbours; 
but the Learned World are not ſo eaſily impoſed 
upon; Attempts of that nature will never re- 
commend you to their Eſteem, but rather make 
| you Sharers of the ſime Misfortune with the 

Ape, who the higher he climbed, the more he ex- 
poſed his Poſteriors. MAE} 2 

Ill. The late King William, tho? not Epiſco- 
pally baptized, yet the Nation thought fit to 
conſtitute him King and ſupream Head of the 
Church. „„ © ee... 

Some indeed diſputed his Right and Title 
to the Crown as a Magiſtrate, but none as a 
Chriſtian, tho* he had no Baptiſm but -by a 
Dutch Presbyterian. | 

IV. The glorious Mary, our late Qneen, was 
by an Epiſcopal Hagd Married to that Presby- 
terian Prince, and no Body thought him an im- 
| proper Husband, becauſe not waſhed in the 
piſcopal Laver. | 25 | | 

V. Prince George, Her Majeſty's late Pious 
Confort, was baptized by a Daniſh Presbyterian, 
| 5 : hope no Body dare ſay ſhe was unequally 
woked, ; 29 e A a 

VI. The Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover labours 
under the lafelicity of being baptized by High- 
Dutch Presbyterians, and what Political Views 
Perſors may haye in denying the Validity af 
boch a Baptiſm, 1 cai gueſs at, unleſs it be 
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to weaken the Hands of the Proteſtant Sue 


ceſſion. 

V. Tlis Doctrine dend to. the difhuieting 1 

of moſt Perſons Conſciences; for upon ds upon 

Principle, who can be ſure of his Chriſtianity? Char 

They who are Epiſcopely baptized, hom do the 

they know but their Miniſter, or his Biſon, Wl tien 
# or ſome of his Predeceſſors were irregularly to C 
1 baptized? and if ſo, what endleſs doubts and ty. 
{4 Scruples may it create in the Minds of peo- VI 
1 ple? I am ſure it ſuits more with the Cha- Wl 4509 
= racter of a Clergy-man, to quiet and | heal very 
4 the Jealouſies of tender Conſciences, than o ot it; 
bi raiſe and augment 'em. who 


of V. Beſi des, I don't ſee upon the Principle of of w 
; re-Baptization, how we can ſecure the Chri- prod 

ſtianity of our Engliſh Church, whoſe Miniſten WM chem: 

have received their Ordination from the Hands cred 

N of a Church cohfeſſedly Heretical and Idol th 
| | trous, for which Reaſon we left her; ſo that part 
1 if Baptiſm by Hereticks and Schiſmaticks be vin! 
Null, their Ordination is ſo, and conſequent tion ; 

ly all the Sacred Adminiſtrations are a meer BY haye 

Sham. knoyy: 

It's ſomewhat ſtrange, and mul certhinl tion 2 

be owing to the Hear of ſome ill Principle has fr 

Men, (tho' ſubtle in propagating their Senti- em, 

ments) that .our pure Mother the Church ofEn WM their 
land, has ſeemed of late to have a greater Eſteem Papa! 

for the Baptiſms and Ordinations of the Church 1. 

of Rome, than of thoſe of the Reformed Churches we w 

abroad. Neigh 

I am ſure ſuch an Eſteem was far from the e + 

Sentiments of our common Mother, when firlt I had u 

reformed from Popery ; for it's evident out Ml Bricih 

great Reformers had the fame good Opn I dlind+ 


(29) 
ofthe P reqbyterially reformed Churches Abroady 


” jJ * 


3 of the Epiſcopally reformed at home. 
It ſeems to be a judgment from Heaven 
don the 'Uacharttableneſs of Tome of our 
Church, who have fo; frequently Unchurch'd 
the Foreign Proteſtants, that now there be 
tiſen up ſome among our ſelves who attempt 
to diveſt 'our own Church of it's Chriſtiani- 
ty. eee ee e —_ 
v1. The young Ladies who have been res 
ducd to a renunciation of their Baptiſm, may 
very probably experience the bad conſequence 
of it; for ſnou'd they ever meet with a Friend 
who could 'perſwade**em of the unlawfulneſs 
of what they confented to, it wou'd either 
produce in 'em ſad "Concluſions concerning 
themſelves, or 4 carelefs ſlighting aof the Sa- 
i e ae A70TY 
cred Principles of their Religion 
hope, by this, my Friend, you are in ſome 
pzrt .convinc'd of the Error off your Hays, and 
will make an Honeſt and Uribe Recanta- 
tion; the rather becauſe of tlie Offence you 
have offer'd the Church, who has not only ac- 
knowleg?d' the Presbyterian part of th Reſorma- 
tion as © 1 70 of the Cathvlick Church, but 
has frequently in her diſtreſs been Oblig'd to 
em, both for Kings“ when wanted, and fot 
their aſſiſtance againſt the Enęroachments of 
Papal Inhoy ations: EGF! 12671, 35g 
l. Thus upon the Death of Queen Elizabeth, 
we were glad to borrow of our Presbyterian 
Neighbours, the Scots, who ſent us King Fantes 
ths, Firft, who was bred a' Presbyterian, and 
had unhappily died ſo, if the Luſtre of the 
britiſn Crown had not open'd his Eyes; How 


x 


blind he was before, ye may Ren fow weed," by 


hit he cance ſaid in a general Aſſembly in 
e Scotland, 
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land, A. P. 1592. Be hleſt Goc, that he | 
as Born at ſile a time o the Goſpel, and to li mak: 


ing of ſike -a Kirk, the pureſt Kirk in the World, WF ſeem 

ve Kirk of Geneva, quo? he, keep Teul and bach Wrue 
and what ha they i*the Word o God far it , the 
@s for the Neighbour Kirk / England, what i; ing 
their Service but an ill ſaid Mar, in Engliſh? be ſ 
See the Secret Hiſtory of the four laſt Reigu WI cancl 
Pref. . iow te: or. no Shs San: A 14: in tl 
_ II. When the late King James had d were 
| ſtreſſed our Conſtitution; invaded our Elta. to C 
bliſhment, . and impriſoned, our Biſhiops, ue of tl 
look'd about, and all Epiſcopal help faibd u; ont, 


the Presbyterians abroad, tis true, were a Þon- 
Erful Body, but alas, we had too often un- 
churcht and unchriſtianiz?d em to expect Helo 
from that Quarter: However, ſaid our afficted 
Shorch, They are Merciful Men, and by theirke- 
* ligion obliged to forgive and forget, therefore WI — 
let us addreſs them for Succour, if they fail, we 
are inſtantly ſwallow%d up by Poper. 
Well, her Prayers and Groans were heard 
as far as Holland, a powerful _ Presbyterian 
Republick, who immediately order'd - a braye 
Army to our relief, under the Condrct of 
a Braver Prince, but 4 Nether- Iandiſu Prei) 
terian, who after he had.: reſcued our expiring 
Laws and Liberties, and re: eſtabliſſd our 
Church and State, was ia conſideration, of 
His Service, ſet upon the Throne to guard] 
*em both. | 9 As gore ont 
III. Upon the Demiſe of Her preſent Mir 
jeſty, whom God long preſerye, the Bri 
Crown. deſcends to a German Presbyterialy 
and his Iſſue. Strange! we ſhou'd thus advance 
Presbyterians to be Heads of our Church, and 
yer not bꝛve a gnad Word for the Breed. rig 


(31) 


Thus we ſee Presbyterian Baptiſm ſerves to 


make Kings, Princes, Prieſts, and Biſhops, yet it 
ſeems now a-days, it's inſufficient to qualify 5 


ives for Eecleſiaſtical Supernumeraries; ſuch 
the young Gentlemen we have been ſpeak- 


ing to are, and muſt content themſelves to 


be ſo, till the Church be oversſtockt with Va- 
cancies: Till then (ſince they are ſo ſucceſsful 
in the Art of making Female « Profelytes) it 
were worth while to ſend 'em as Miſſionaries, 
to couvert the deluded Nations on the Banks 
of the great River, the River of the Ames 
zn1, for the Benefit of the Church. 
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